ABSTRACT

WA-I-274 Late 18th Century
Barr's Orchard

Leitersburg V¥icinity

private

This house, part of a commercial orchard complex,

is significant as a late 18th or early 19th century timber
frame structure. A study of wooden buildings of the i8th
and early 19th centuries in Washington County reveals that
timber framing was not a frequent choice among builders of
that period. Although it has been altered, this houge re-
tains several impottant characteristics of late 18th and
early 19th century construction such as the staircase set
parallel to the front wall, bisecting one of the windows.
This stair location appears frequently in the Leitersburg
vicinity.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This farm group is located at the end of a private lane which extends in a northerly direction
from Durberry Road, southeast of Leitersburg in Washington County, Maryland, It is situated
on high ground and faces southeast. :

The house is a two story, six bay frame structure resting on low fieldstone foundations. A.
modern addition has extended part of the back or northwest wall. A variety of sheathings
cover the surface of the house the oldest being beaded weatherboarding along the front eleva-
tion beneath the porch. -According to the owmer the building is a timber frame structure with
stone and mortar nogging.

Windows and doors appear to be aligned with each other in the walls. Openings have wide
frames finished with molded trim. Most window sashes have been replaced. At the first floor
level some original nine light upper sashes are retained while six light upper sashes are in
place at the second story level. Entrances are located in the third and fifth bays from the
gsouth end of the front elevation. The westernmost door is framed similarly to the windows
and has a transom.

The two more eastern bays of the house are separated from the main portion of the structu by
a thick structural wall which may have been the original end wall of the more westerly section.
The main stair in the house is set parallel to the front wall and extends across the window
which is located between the two front doors. Several houses in the Leitersburg vicinity have
this stair arrangement. All appear to date from the late 18th or very early 19th century.
Wood paneling finishes the staircase. Interior doors have six raised panels.. Prior to twen-
tieth century renovations a large service fireplace was located in the southwest end wall.
According to the owner, this room was formerly a kitchen.

The roof of the house has been sheathed with modern asphalt shingles. Barge boards are
attached directly to the end walls. Plain boxing under which runs a course of molding
finishes the eaves.

A 20th century porch supported by large square posts extends along the front elevation. It
is a flat roofed structure with a balustrade along its eaves. )

Bast of the house is a modern gambrel roofed barn. The property contains 102.5 acres and '
is part of a commercial orchard. The buildings appear to be in excellent condition.
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This house, part of a commercial orchard complex, is significant as a late 18th or early 19th
century timber frame structure. A study of wooden buildings of the 18th and early 19th cen-
tury in Washington County reveals that timber framing was not a frequent choice among builders
of that period. Although it has been altered, this house retains several important character-
istics of late 18th and early 19th century construction such as the staircase set parallel to
the front wall, bigecting one of the windows. This stair location appears frequently in the
Leitersburg vicinity.

Ac” ding to Herbert C, Bell's Hist itersb ct, this farm has been in the
han_s of the Stoner and Barr families for most of its history. It includes parts of two
land grants, '"Resurvey on Deceit" and "Darling's Sale." '"Decait" was originally patented
by John Darling in 1743, When it was purchased by Joseph Perry in 1754 it was resurveyed
and enlarged to 658 acres. It was subsequently owned by Daniel Hughes and Benjamin and John
Crockett. 1In 1783 Deceit was bought by Martin Barr. In 1801, 193 acres were seld to John
Stoner by Col. John Barr, his brother-in-law and presumably part of that land is included in
the present farm. The farm remaining in the Stoner family until 1917. It was purchased by
the Barr family in 1937,
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